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| therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg youdad a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all humility and gerdtes) with patience, bearing with one
another in love, making every effort to maintaia thnity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just asyere called to the one hope of your
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one @ad Father of all, who is above all
and through all and in all. But each of us was gigeace according to the measure of
Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he asded on high he made captivity itself a
captive; he gave gifts to his people.” (When itssdye ascended,” what does it mean
but that he had also descended into the lower pEHrtee earth? He who descended is the
same one who ascended far above all the heavetisasbe might fill all things.) The
gifts he gave were that some would be apostless poaphets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for thkwf ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of flagh and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stataf Christ. Ephesians 4: 1-13

Today we conclude ouExtreme Wildfire series on the Holy Spirit. We have talked
about the Spirit as advocate and encourager, ooenalks with us in all of our
circumstances of life, living a life of praise imat the Spirit calls us to honor God with
our lips and our actions always. Today we talkulgpace that comes from God. Grace
as part of God's family. Grace that we are offdrg@od, and grace we can offer to
others as a gift. And God's calling us to livefa that is worthy of the sacrifice of Jesus.

Grace is defined as "unmerited favor.” Unmeritecangenot deserved. Like an unmerited
raise. Or an unmerited reprimand by a parent whareaky sibling foisted their
dastardly deed on your shoulders. You got the uiteteblameUnmerited favor is

getting what we DO NOT desendudgment is what we deserve as part of our sinful
human conditionGrace isunmerited favor.

That gift of grace comes from Jesus Christ steppiran my behalf before God the

Father and interceding for me personally. Jesusiga¥derry and everyone here deserves
to be lost, but | died for them. | shed MY bloodjave MY life for him, because | was

and am, the Lamb of God. | died in their places @bt is paid in full. My grace is
sufficient so that Jerry and each of you here todaght have a life that is full of God's
grace."

Unmerited grace is like the best friend you wertitgh school with who is now a federal
judge on the judicial bench. You are guilty of a@as offense and the judge charges you
for your crime, and sentences you to pay a fing26f000. Your friend the judge,

charges you, and sentences you with the Guiltylpenéou have no means to pay, yet
the judge comes out from behind the bench, getkisuiankbook and writes a check to
pay your debt. The one, who could pronounce judgnpend the price for you in full!

All you need to do is accept the gift. That is unitee favor. That is grace. Not getting



what you deserve, instead receiving a debt pafdlintime served on your behalf,
someone stepping in to take your punishment becgusaere the offender.

| had moved to a new appointment in June seveeabyggo and was invited to
Thanksgiving dinner with a group of people thaid dot know well at the time. Funny
how you can observe family dynamics when you atebyour own familiar and family
settings. There was the wonderful smell of turkeg pies baking. | heard laughter,
watched good-natured ribbing among the family aad exposed to several inside family
jokes. And | witnessed some contentions feelings sat well below the surface between
two women, sisters in law. | never knew the gerrmamapoint of their fussiness, but
apparently, it had been ongoing.

They had a tiff about the way giblet gravy shoutdnbade, yet | noted that they spoke
kindly to each other, most of the time. After dinnesaw them both ask the other for
forgiveness, and they reconciled. You see theathis filled with people who share the
same spiritual DNA. We believe in a triune God,liféat Son and Holy Spirit. We affirm
that as we speak an Affirmation of our Faith. Waymot share the same family
chromosomes with the person in the pew, but weesti@ same grace that only comes to
us through Jesus Christ.

Have you ever seen a child at a birthday party ishdOT the birthday boy or girl?
Sometimes they act up and act out. Sometimes tleeyecdisturbances, fussing, pushing
and shoving, trying to be the center of attentaord sometimes even trying to wrestle
away the gift being opened by the child who is hguthe birthday.

Once | was at a kid's birthday party, saw a lgiléwho was beside herself with anger,
and envy because the party was not all about herw&s an invited guest named Megan,
who in her anger pushed the birthday girl dowrhashirthday girl was opening a gift.
"Mine! Mine! Mine! Not yours!" screamed Megan. Therprised 5-year-old birthday

girl, Rebecca, stood up, and said, "It's okay Megan can have the baby doll.”

This small child had just modeled what being gratesl is about. And she modeled it to
me. Little five year old Rebecca showed empatbymassion, and understanding. The
aggressive unhappy girl Megan, did not get to keeoll. But | learned something that
day. God's grace comes to us in all forms. Ejplnesinentions to us that in verse 7 "each
of us was given grace according to the measurehgéts gift.” Christ gave up his life to
give me a gift. Not on my birthday, not on LabonyDhut Christ gave me a gift that is
beyond measure, beyond material value. My birthday December. But my real
"birthday" was when | accepted Christ. When my dif@anged. When | knew God as
creator, Jesus as Savior, Spirit as encourageduutate.

Our shared experience brings us together as gtezerhembers of the body of Christ.

If you have ever been camping with friends and Haeen wonderfully miserable, you
know what | mean. You all suffer the same smokgy firat won't start because the wood
is damp. You eat the same undercooked beanie vaeandesleep on the ground on that
rock under your hip. Shared experience binds ustlay.



MY dad was one of four brothers who had all moweditferent parts of the country. |
have first cousins that probably would not know & vice versa because our families
spent little time together. | sent Christmas caodsll my cousins for many years and
never heard back from them at Christmas. So | saygped. It's not that they are angry;
it's that there is no commonality or shared expeeeand that is necessary to make us
think of ourselves as family.

We read the passage today in verse 2 and we heds Vike "humility, gentleness,
patience, bearing in love, making every effort @main unity in the Spirit in the bond

of peace." Those are all behaviors thatgaeee based in love that make for unity. In
any relationship that is of a deeper nature, wehsiedlity, gentleness, patience and a
sense of grace-filled forgiveness that can overlmakquirks our shortcomings. Jesus the
Christ overlooks our nature. He calls us on it/leimges us to live deeply committed
grace filled lives as His Followers.

Grace from the Holy Spirit in our lives is that uimg and nudging that calls you to speak
kindly to another, to forgive one another, to l@khe angry person with eyes of
compassion. Grace allows us to see Christ in tlkend1o seems grace-less. Grace covers
a multitude of shortcomings. Think about familyaagfor a moment.

Think of an irritating behavior of someone in ydamily. Could it be your brother or
sister, mom or dad, cousins, aunts, uncles or spense? Name it, but be grace filled in
naming it please. We can name the faults of othpeickly and completely, or at lest |
can. But what about me? Do | have irritating angtky mannerisms, actions, or
behaviors that bother my family? Well...?1 know thdb, although | cannot recall them
all just now!

Family is a cohesive unit. Full of unique persaiedi, and needs, history and a common
heritage of things that have occurred in the p&fst.as Christians are all descended from
and grafted into the family of God the Father, §&Shrist the Son, and the Holy Spirit
the advocate and comforter. We as Believers am@nallin Christ. We share the same
DNA, the same spiritual genes that come from GddisSCs gracious gift of eternal life
was given to each of us when we just asked. Gis®dir lives with the Holy Spirit

when we say; "l do" to Christ as Lord and Savior.

As Christians, we share in the communal table saend of communion together. We
today participated as witnesses as part of thelyashiGod in an infant baptism. We
share in the life, death and resurrection of J&usst in communion and we remember
our baptism when others are baptized. We are gitbtefiven the gift of grace and mercy
to live a life that is redeemed and will live ireetity with God.

The Apostle Paul in this letter to the church peaplthe city of Ephesus, made it clear
that there should be a kinship among Jesus' fol®tat goes beyond just a blood
relationship. Paul knew that God's desire wagémh of us to become a part of this
family of God. So we may not have the genes, ihave the grace. We may not have



the same looks, but we have the relationship. Weemoahave the same gifts, but we are
part of a grace filled unified family that is Spidriven, Spirit filled, and Spirit led.

| would like you to call out to me and to the other the church today, a family
member's name that is immediate family or distalative, that is a bit quirky.

Anybody? If you think of your extended family farstance, you can identify one or
more persons whose opinions differ from your ggedight? Politics, sports, art,
vacation spots, cars preferred. And heaven helphes it comes to our faith beliefs.
But just like the first grader at their first dafyschool, when the kid hands the teacher a
note from home that says, "The opinions expresgetib child are not necessarily those
of his parents, "we need to remember that as agegeple, we have choices.

In a healthy family, one member may think one waldven if they disagree, they most
likely come to another family member's aid wherythee in need.

At his daughter's funeral, a father told the gatdezongregation of family and friends,
"my son in law and little girl need you in theivéis now. Remain in their lives, stay
connected with them for years to come."

Two years after the daughter's death, the man taid,years later, the family is still
there. So are some of the friends, some of the'tiB@ you hear the difference?

In most instances, friendship bonds cannot replaedond of family. Paul the Apostle is
setting goals for the followers of Jesus to beptheple who are there for one another.
Jesus Christ was the savior of humanity that cgattier these uniquely different
strangers together and shape them into a famibyoufd relatives.

We can't expect uniformity in the church just like can't expect our kids to all be the
same. But as faithful Spirit filled followers oh@ist, we can expectantly hope that we
are the people who are still there when one ohysain or in need.

| have no brothers or sisters that | know of. | wdepted as a child and have never seen
my birth mom or dad. | know little about my pareateer than my mother had red hair.
But Patricia and Glen, who adopted me, along wiyhahopted sister Jean and my sister
Janet, we are a family. | look different from mgtsrs and parents. But they are my
family. | also consider so many of you as family,nay brothers and sisters in Christ.

We embrace Christ as our brother, our savior, and & Father/Parent /Creator, and
Spirit as constant companion, encourager, and ateod he mystery of our faith is that
we are given a divine nature to live and behavhashildren of God that we are. We
have the genes, and we have the grace.

For each of us gathered here this morning, we aiteogb God's family. Descended from
and grafted into a line that is focused on JesusCh



No matter your family of origin, no matter how ydamily treated you or cared for you,
or did not care for you, through the gift of gradeChrist, we are a redeemed people, a
sanctified people, and a loved and forgiven people.

We belong to the family of God that is grace fillmad is unified in body, purpose and
Holy Spirit.

| ask this question of your today. Where will yghow God's grace to another? Where
will you demonstrate that you are part of God'sifgPriWhere will you extend grace to
one who is desperately in need of knowing that #reyloved, cared for, forgiven and
can be redeemed? That is your challenge this weeaktend grace to one who needs to
know Jesus Christ.

Let's go to the Lord in prayer:



